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Historical Fiction  

In historical fiction, setting is the most important literary element. Because the author is writing about a particular time in 
history, the information about the time period must be accurate, authentic, or both. They may have characters who 
are either imaginary or who actually lived during the time period. The plot events may be documented historical events or 
they may be fictional. If they are fictional, it means that the author created the events for the telling of the story. The 
fictional characters, settings, and plot events must be portrayed authentically as if they actually could have happened.  
 

Practice 

Based on the definition above what is historically accurate about the The Sniper?  What is fictional? 

Historically 
accurate 

 
 

Fictional  
 

 
Setting 

How is the setting 
important to this 
story? 

 

 
Irony 

How does this 
story use irony? 
What type of 
irony is used? 

 

 
Point Of View 

What type of 3rd 
POV is used in 
the Sniper? How 
do you know? 

 

 

Try It 
Writing Your Historical Fiction 

1. Choose a historical figure (or two if you are undecided), and look up the figure(s) online. 
2. Read a little about your choice(s) to ensure (s)he is a person of interest for you. If you were undecided, 

you need to make a choice now. 



3. Answer the following questions about your figure: 

Who are they?  
 

What did they do that 
was of note? 

 

When did this occur?  
 

Where did this occur?  
 

Why did this occur?  
 

 
Use at least one of the following sentence starters to begin brainstorming a short historical fiction story as your 
chosen figure.  

The thing that I regret most about my life is... If I could accomplish one more thing, I would... 

The accomplishment that I am proudest of is... If I could live anywhere in the world, I would 
choose... 

The saddest moment in life was when... My favorite childhood memory is... 

The thing that scares me the most is... If I could continue my work, I would... 

 
Brainstorm 
 
 

 

 


