
English Language Arts 9 Unit Guide – Fall 

 
 

Essential Question: How do our personal history, relationships, and choices influence our own style and attitude in comparison with classic and contemporary 
authors? 

Student 
Objectives Focus Standards Vocabulary Suggested Unit Activities / 

 Formative Assessments 
Required Curriculum Materials* 
Suggested Curriculum Materials 

Students will:  
  
● Describe each 

portion of a 
story's plot and 
describe its 
importance 
verbally and in 
writing. 

● Cite specific 
details from text 
to identify theme 

● Apply their 
knowledge of 
plot and 
figurative 
language in their 
own short 
stories.  

● Apply e 
● Analyze a 

writer's style by 
examining 
literary elements 
such as tone, 
figurative 
language, and 
diction.  

● Cite direct 
quotes from 
literature and 
paraphrase 
within reading 
worksheets and 
create internal 
citations within 
their writing. 

● Write to develop 
their own style 
as well as inform 
how outside 
people and 
topics influence 
their style and 

All standard codes 
refer to CCSS for 
Language Arts 
grades 9-10 
 
RL.1- Cite strong and 
thorough textual 
evidence to support 
analysis of what the 
text says explicitly as 
well as inferences 
drawn from the text. 
 
RL.2- Determine a 
theme or central idea 
of a text and analyze 
in detail its 
development over the 
course of the text, 
including how it 
emerges and is 
shaped and refined 
by specific details; 
provide an objective 
summary of the text. 
 
RL.4- Determine the 
meaning of words 
and phrases as they 
are used in the text, 
including figurative 
and connotative 
meanings; analyze 
the cumulative impact 
of specific word 
choices on meaning 
and tone (e.g., how 
the language evokes 
a sense of time and 
place; how it sets a 
formal or informal 
tone). 
 
W.2- Write 
informative/ 
explanatory texts to 
examine and convey 
complex ideas, 
concepts, and 
information clearly 

Academic: 
● Analysis 
● Analyze 
● Cite 
● Evidence 
● Explain 
● Fragment 
● Quote 
● Style 
 
Content: 

● Aside 
● Cinematic 

Technique 
● Comedy 
● Dialogue 
● Farce 
● Figurative 

Language 
● Foreshadow 
● Greek Chorus 
● Hyperbole 
● Melodrama 
● Metaphor 
● Mood 
● Onomatopoeia 
● Personification 
● Plot 
● Point of View 
● Simile 
● Soliloquy 
● Stage 

Directions 
● Symbolism 
● Theme 
● Tone 
● Tragedy  
 

Short Stories: 
 
Plot Diagrams- Students will use the Plot Diagram Template to take notes on the five parts of a story's plot. This 
template can also be used to plot various stories as well as independent reading books. 
 
Figurative Language Posters- In small groups, students will create posters to teach a given figurative 
language type (Onomatopoeia, Hyperbole, Personification, Metaphor, Simile). They will then teach the class by 
presenting their posters, including definition and student created examples. 
 
Dialogue Stories- Students will read two versions of a scenario: one written in dialogue and the other a 
summarized version. After discussing their interest levels of the stories, student groups will be given summarized 
stories to rewrite using dialogue. 
 
Literary Elements Quiz- Using their notes, students will take a quiz focusing on literary elements including: 
point of view, theme, setting, plot, symbolism, and figurative language 
 
Short Story Gallery (Page 1, Page 2)- After completing their own short stories (Required Summative 
Assessment: Short Stories), students will participate in a short story gallery by reading, summarizing, and 
generating a theme of other student stories. They will then reflect on the short story writing process in the form of a 
self review and rubric grade. 
 
Horror: 
 
Intro to Horror- Following the presentation, students will take notes on the elements of horror and note how 
videos and literature can change mood. They will then read the introduction the Poe's Fall of the House of Usher 
and change the mood of the story in a mad-lib format.  
 
The Raven- Students will read a short biography of Poe and make predictions about what they expect to see in 
his writing based off what they know about his life. They will then hear two versions of his poem, The Raven, and 
write a Power Paragraph  comparing the mood in the Christopher Walken reading and The Simpson's adaptation.  
 
Mood in Cask of Amontillado- Students will read Poe's story and will cite story details and describe the mood 
created by the chosen quote. They will then illustrate one mood-creating scene from the story.  
 
Poe Facebook Page- After reading various nonfiction articles focusing on Poe, students will create a facebook 
page for the author. When done, students will also view other student-created pages and participate in a peer 
grading activity.  
 
Cinematic Techniques:  
 
Vincent by Tim Burton- After being introduced to various cinematic techniques and how they affect mood and 
tone, students will watch Burton's short video, Vincent, keeping track of examples of cinematic techniques and the 
mood/tone they create. Using their notes, they will annotate one section of an analysis essay, making note of: 1. 
mentioning of cinematic techniques; 2. evidence; and 3. writer's analysis. They will then continue the essay, 
focusing on a new cinematic technique.  

Page numbers refer to Holt: Elements of Literature- 
Third Course textbook unless otherwise noted.  
 
Literary Texts 
Stories 
*The Most Dangerous Game- Richard Connell: 
Audio (pg 4) 
The Sniper-Liam O’ Flaherty: Audio  (pg 211) 
The Interlopers-Saki: Audio (pg 150) 
The Sound of Thunder-Ray Bradbury: Audio (pg 
498) 
Fall of the House of Usher- Edgar Allan Poe 
*The Cask of Amontillado-Edgar Allan Poe: Audio 
(pg 172) 
The Monkey’s Paw-W.W. Jacobs: Audio 
The Outsider-H.P. Lovecraft: Audio 
*Charlie and the Chocolate Factory 
(excerpts)-Roald Dahl (Spring Board pg 136) 
 
Poetry 
*The Raven-Edgar Allan Poe: Audio 
The Bells-Edgar Allan Poe: Audio 
The Sick Rose- William Blake 
Sonnet 18- William Shakespeare 
 
Drama 
*Romeo and Juliet (No Fear Shakespeare)- William 
Shakespeare 
 
Informational Texts 
Nonfiction 
The Anglo-Irish War: Questions 
Death of Poe (various articles pg 183) 
Shakespearean Sonnet Basics: Iambic Pentameter 
and the English Sonnet Style-Amanda Mabillard 
 
Biographies 
Edgar Allan Poe 
Tim Burton (Spring Board pg 133) 
 
Art, Music, and Media 
Film 
Simpsons: The Raven 
Charlie and the Chocolate Factory-Tim Burton 
Edward Scissorhands-Tim Burton 
Alice in Wonderland-Tim Burton 
Vincent-Tim Burton (short film) 

 



 

the style of 
artists and 
authors. 

● Discuss a range 
of topics in 
varying types of 
student groups.  

 

and accurately 
through the effective 
selection, 
organization, and 
analysis of content. 
 
W.3- Write narratives 
to develop real or 
imagined experiences 
or events using 
effective technique. 
well-chosen details, 
and well-structured 
event sequences. 
 
SL.1- Initiate and 
participate effectively 
in a range of 
collaborative 
discussions 
(one-on-one. in 
groups, and 
teacher-led) with 
diverse partners on 
grades 9–10 topics, 
texts, and issues, 
building on others’ 
ideas and expressing 
their own clearly and 
persuasively. 
 
L.3- Apply knowledge 
of language to 
understand how 
language functions in 
different contexts, to 
make effective 
choices for meaning 
or style, and to 
comprehend more 
fully when reading or 
listening. 
 
L.5- Demonstrate 
understanding of 
figurative language. 
word relationships, 
and nuances in word 
meanings. 
 

 
Mood & Tone in Film & Literature- Students will take notes on how authors and artists create mood and tone 
by focusing on movie adaptations of books. They will compare techniques used to create mood/tone in excerpts of 
both Roald Dahl and Tim Burton's Charlie and the Chocolate Factory.  
 
Drama: 
 
Drama Terms- Students will fill in guided notes while going through the presentation to become introduced to 
drama terms and Romeo and Juliet. They will then work with a partner to translate the play's prologue.  
 
Elizabethan Language- Students will first translate a passage of Elizabethan language into modern language 
using a key; they will then explore common Shakespearean phrases and insults and write an insulting letter based 
on a scenario.  
 
Character Posters- In groups, students will create and present reference posters for main characters in 
Shakespeare's Romeo and Juliet focusing on house association, key facts, and symbols.  
 
Drama Terms Quiz- Using their notes, students will take a quiz focusing on drama terms and Romeo and Juliet 
background knowledge.  
 
Reading Romeo and Juliet- Using the No Fear Shakespeare version of Romeo and Juliet, the class will read 
selected Acts and Scenes from the play alternating reading and watching one or more film versions. (Suggested 
reading portions include: Act 1 Scene 1; Act 2 Scene 2; Act 3 Scene 1; Act 3 Scene 5; and Act 5 Scene 3) 
 

The Yellow Wallpaper (short film available on 
Amazon Prime) 
Shakespeare in the Classroom: Questions 
Romeo + Juliet (1996) 
Romeo & Juliet (2013) 
Gnomeo & Juliet (2011)  
 

 

Overarching Idea: Style Analysis – Assessments 
Suggested Formative Assessments (FA) Required Summative Assessment 

 



 

See suggested unit activities for detailed descriptions: 
 

1. Literary Elements Quiz 
2. Mood in Cask of Amontillado 
3. Vincent by Tim Burton 
4. Drama Terms Quiz 

 
Please note that almost any activity can be used for a formative assessment, the purpose of which is to provide your students 
with key feedback about their performance against the required standards. Formative assessments should provide your students 
with enough feedback to prepare them for successful completion of the summative assessment. 

Narrative Writing: 
Short Story 

 
Explanatory Writing: 
Progressive Essay 

 
Unit Exam: 

Romeo & Juliet Final 
 

Short Story: 
Students will employ their knowledge of literary elements and write their own short story. 
 
Progressive Essay: 
In a semester-long progressive essay, students will write an explanatory essay analyzing the style 
of various authors and artists in preparation of answering the essential question: How do various 
authors, artists, and mediums help us develop our own personal style? This will be a polished piece 
they will submit to their portfolio. 
 
Romeo & Juliet Final: 
In a standard multiple choice exam, students will show their knowledge of terms, plot, and dialogue 
as they apply to William Shakespeare's play. 
 

 

 


