
English Language Arts 9 Unit Guide – Spring  

 
 

Essential Question:  How can our modern-day style be influenced by the journeys of others and help us create our own? 
Student 

Objectives Focus Standards Vocabulary Suggested Unit Activities / 
 Formative Assessments 

Required Curriculum Materials* 
Suggested Curriculum Materials 

Students will:  
  
● Analyze Joseph 

Campbell’s 
structure of the 
monomyth by 
reading about 
each of the 12 
steps.  

● Apply the steps 
of the monomyth 
to fiction and 
nonfiction texts 
as well as their 
own lives.  

● Compare and 
contrast modern 
texts and 
mythological 
stories.  

● Cite textual 
evidence to 
show character 
development 
throughout a 
novel. 

● Write to describe 
in detail personal 
experiences and 
show learned 
lessons.  

● Analyze many 
different forms of 
text (including 
graphic novels, 
ancient texts, 
classical art, 
modern film, and 
others) to 
expand upon 
their knowledge 
of the heroic 
journey.  

● Discuss personal 
experiences and 

All standard codes 
refer to CCSS for 
Language Arts 
grades 9-10 
 
RL.1- Cite strong and 
thorough textual evidence 
to support analysis of what 
the text says explicitly as 
well as inferences drawn 
from the text. 
 
RL.2- Determine a theme 
or central idea of a text and 
analyze in detail its 
development over the 
course of the text, including 
how it emerges and is 
shaped and refined by 
specific details; provide an 
objective summary of the 
text. 
 
RL.3- Analyze how 
complex characters (e.g., 
those with multiple or 
conflicting motivations) 
develop over the course of 
a text, interact with other 
characters, and advance 
the plot or develop the 
theme. 
 
RL.5- Analyze how an 
author’s choices 
concerning how to 
structure a text, order 
events within it (e.g., 
parallel plots), and 
manipulate time (e.g., 
pacing, flashbacks) create 
such effects as mystery, 
tension, or surprise. 
 
RL.6- Analyze a particular 
point of view or cultural 
experience reflected in a 
work of literature from 
outside the United States, 
drawing on a wide reading 
of world literature. 
 
RL.10- By the end of grade 
9, read and comprehend 
literature, including stories, 
dramas, and poems, in the 
grades 9–10 text 
complexity band 
proficiently, with scaffolding 
as needed at the high end 
of the range. By the end of 

Academic: 
● Argument 
● Audience  
● Biography  
● Claim 
● Cohesion  
● Compare 
● Contrast 
● Credibility  
● Pitch  
 
Content: 

● Acrostic Poem  
● Antecedent  
● Archetype 
● Asperger’s 

Syndrome  
● Autism  
● Cognition 
● Demigod  
● Echolalia 
● Hero’s Journey 
● Monomyth 
● Mythology 
● Power 

Paragraph  
● Quest 
● Savant 
● Sensory 

Overload 
 

Hero’s Journey: 
 
Joseph Campbell’s Monomyth- Students will fill in guided notes by following a Prezi presentation on Joseph 
Campbell’s Monomyth or Hero’s Journey. They will then be broken up into six groups. Each group will be given an 
article focusing on the hero’s journey structure and details on two of the twelve steps. The following day, using a 
Jigsaw lesson plan, students will share information on their two focus steps with a new group. Each student will 
complete their guided notes packets.  
 
Applying the Hero’s Journey- Students will watch an animated Disney film while tracking the steps of the 
hero’s journey using a worksheet. Almost any Disney film will be applicable (suggestions include: Toy Story, 
Wall-E, Mulan, Cinderella, Inside Out).  
 
Hero Journaling- Students will keep a writing journal with thoughts, ideas, and storylines (personal and fictional) 
on prompts regarding each step of the hero’s journey. This journal will be completed over the course of the 
semester.  
 
Mythology: 
 
Greek Mythology Webquest- Students will participate in a webquest to gather information on Greek 
Mythology and four main Greek Gods and Goddesses.  
 
Troy & Introduction to The Odyssey- Students will fill in guided notes by following a Prezi presentation on 
the Trojan War and introduction to Homer’s The Odyssey. Students will then watch excerpts from Troy and fill out a 
worksheet keeping track of major contributors to the war, fighting sides, and the outcome of the war.  
 
The Odyssey Graphic Novel- Students will read a selection of books from the graphic novel of Homer’s The 
Odyssey. While reading, over the course of a few weeks, students will fill in a reading packet with answers to 
various plot-based questions.  
 
Percy Jackson- Students will watch Percy Jackson and the Lightning Thief while reading The Odyssey. 
Students will compare and contrast the ancient Greek story with the modern adaptation through class wide 
discussions. They will also keep track of quests, hero’s journey, and plot information with a worksheet.  
 
The Cyclops Comparison- Students will read and/or listen to the epic poem version of Odysseus’ encounter 
with the Cyclops. They will also read through the same section in the graphic novel. Students will then compare 
and contrast the two versions of the story using a Top Hat comparison chart.  
 
Archetypes in The Odyssey- Students will revisit their notes on the monomyth archetypes and apply them to 
The Odyssey. They will identify how characters in the epic fit within the mold of various archetypes. 
 
Making a Monster- Students will adapt the plot of Homer's The Odyssey and apply their knowledge of Greek 
mythology by creating a monster. They will write an origin story for their monster and tell the story of its encounter 
with the Greek hero, Odysseus, and they will also create a visual component.   
 
Odyssey Quiz- Students will take a quiz with questions about the Trojan War, Greek Gods and Goddesses, and 
The Odyssey. The quiz includes multiple choice, matching, and short answer questions. There is a portion to check 
their organization and note-taking skills as well.  

Page numbers refer to Holt’s Elements of 
Literature: Third Course (Washington Edition) 
unless otherwise noted. 
 
Literary Texts 
 
Stories 
*The Odyssey- Graphic Novel by Gareth Hinds 
 
Mr. Sherlock Holmes: The Hound of the 
Baskervilles- Sir Arthur Conan Doyle 
 
Aspergia (Story of Asperger’s Utopia)- Mark Foster 
http://www.markfoster.net/neurelitism/aspergia_myt
hos.pdf  
 
Novels 
*The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time- 
Mark Haddon 
 
The Hobbit- J.R.R. Tolkien 
 
Poetry 
*The Cyclops- Homer (excerpt from The Odyssey 
epic poem): pg 660 
 
Informational Texts 
 
Nonfiction 
 
*Excepts from Myth and the Movies, Stuart Voytilla- 
Christopher Vogler: 
http://www.tlu.ee/~rajaleid/montaazh/Hero's%20Jou
rney%20Arch.pdf  
 
*The Hero’s Journey: 
http://mythologyteacher.com/documents/TheHeroJo
urney.pdf  
 
Asperger Syndrome- 
http://www.cyh.com/HealthTopics/HealthTopicDetail
sKids.aspx?p=335&np=287&id=2339 
 

 

http://www.tlu.ee/~rajaleid/montaazh/Hero%27s%20Journey%20Arch.pdf
http://www.tlu.ee/~rajaleid/montaazh/Hero%27s%20Journey%20Arch.pdf
http://mythologyteacher.com/documents/TheHeroJourney.pdf
http://www.markfoster.net/neurelitism/aspergia_mythos.pdf
http://mythologyteacher.com/documents/TheHeroJourney.pdf
http://www.cyh.com/HealthTopics/HealthTopicDetailsKids.aspx?p=335&np=287&id=2339
http://www.markfoster.net/neurelitism/aspergia_mythos.pdf
http://www.cyh.com/HealthTopics/HealthTopicDetailsKids.aspx?p=335&np=287&id=2339


 

fictional 
references to 
draw 
conclusions 
about mental 
and 
developmental 
disorders and 
Asperger’s 
Syndrome.  

● Write to 
persuade a 
company to 
produce an 
original story.  

● Discuss a range 
of topics in 
varying types of 
student groups.  

 

grade 10, read and 
comprehend literature, 
including stories, dramas, 
and poems, at the high end 
of the grades 9–10 text 
complexity band 
independently and 
proficiently. 
 
RI.5- Analyze in detail how 
an author’s ideas or claims 
are developed and refined 
by particular sentences, 
paragraphs, or larger 
portions of a text (e.g., a 
section or chapter). 
 
RI.8- Delineate and 
evaluate the argument and 
specific claims in a text, 
assessing whether the 
reasoning is valid and the 
evidence is relevant and 
sufficient; identify false 
statements and fallacious 
reasoning. 
 
W.1- Write arguments to 
support claims in an 
analysis of substantive 
topics or texts, using valid 
reasoning and relevant and 
sufficient evidence. 
 
W.4- Produce clear and 
coherent writing in which 
the development, 
organization, and style are 
appropriate to task, 
purpose, and audience. 
 
W.5- Develop and 
strengthen writing as 
needed by planning, 
revising, editing, rewriting, 
or trying a new approach, 
focusing on addressing 
what is most significant for 
a specific purpose and 
audience. 
 
W.6- Use technology, 
including the Internet, to 
produce, publish, and 
update individual or shared 
writing products, taking 
advantage of technology’s 
capacity to link to other 
information and to display 
information flexibly and 
dynamically. 
 
W.7- Conduct short as well 
as more sustained 
research projects to 
answer a question 
(including a self-generated 
question) or solve a 
problem; narrow or 
broaden the inquiry when 

 
Novel Study:  
 
Autism & Asperger’s True or False- Students will have a short introduction to Autism Spectrum Disorders 
and have a class discussion about their background knowledge of Autism and Asperger’s. They will then 
participate in a true or false activity will they will guess the truth regarding statements about Asperger’s Syndrome. 
The statements should be used as conversation starters. After the activity, pose the question, “If all people with 
Asperger’s experience different symptoms and are often indistinguishable from their peers, why do we even have 
the diagnosis?” 
 
Autism & Asperger’s Information Session- Students will work in groups of three to gather information 
regarding Autism and Asperger’s. Each student will read over an article and share the information they read. 
Together, they will fill out a worksheet of questions and terms that will be used in later activities. 
 
Max’s Asperger’s- Students will fill out a worksheet and view a selected episode of the television show 
“Parenthood” to view how a family copes with a loved one’s Asperger’s. Students note that many people with 
Asperger’s have strengths and weaknesses like others and are asked to note their own strengths and weaknesses. 
This is used as an introduction to The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time.  
 
Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time- While reading the novel, students will fill out a packet with 
a variety of question types and activities that will take them through all twelve steps of the hero’s journey (Joseph 
Campbell’s monomyth) and how each relates to the main character, Christopher.  
 
Facial Expressions- Once students have read the beginning of the novel (up to page 32 at least) they will 
participate in an activity to show how a small disability can lead to problems in a society where people need to be 
able to read facial expressions and body language in order to communicate. They will have to show a given 
emotion only using body language and facial expressions and categorize them, wordlessly. They will then 
complete a worksheet explaining how emojis, like facial expressions, can be misunderstood.  
 
Hound of the Baskervilles- Students will read the first chapter of the Sherlock Holmes story, Hound of the 
Baskervilles and compare and contrast Sherlock and Christopher in Curious Incident. Students will also explain 
how the detective stories act as motivation and inspiration for Christopher’s own investigation.  
 
Aspergia- Students will read selections from Aspergia, a fabricated, mythological beginning of people with 
Asperger’s. Selections describe a utopia land for people with Asperger’s, and they will then read chapter 229 
where Christopher describes his perfect world. Students then write a poem and create a visual to describe their 
own perfect worlds.  
 
Nonfiction Independent Study: 
 
Independent Hero Study- Students will choose a famous heroic/iconic figure to focus a research, end of 
semester project. The project spans 2-4 weeks, and each week students will be introduced to a genre of media or 
literature; these may range from biographies, to newscasts, to pictures, to poetry, etc. They will then apply this 
genre to the famous person they have chosen, and create a portfolio presentation at the end of the unit.  
 
Elements of a Biography- Students will view a short slideshow going over the elements of a biography. They 
will then use these elements to gather research on their chosen iconic figure.  
 
Bio-Poem- Using their initial research and elements of a biography notes, students will use a simple format to 
write a biopoem for their chosen iconic figure.  
 
Elements of a Reliable News Source- Students will view a slideshow with qualities of a reliable news 

*Asperger's Syndrome- Stephen M. Edelson, Ph.D.: 
chrome-extension://bpmcpldpdmajfigpchkicefoigmkf
alc/views/app.html  
 
Frequently Asked Questions about Autism- Temple 
Grandin, Ph.D.: 
https://www.autism.com/grandin_FAQ  

The Savant Syndrome: Islands of Genius- Darold A. 
Treffert, M.D.: 
https://www.wisconsinmedicalsociety.org/profession
al/savant-syndrome/resources/articles/savant-syndr
ome-2013-myths-and-realities/  

 
Malala Wins Nobel Peace Prize- Cameron Keady 
 
Malala Yousafzai: 'Death Did Not Want to Kill Me'- 
Teri Whitcraft and Muriel Pearson 
 
Letters 
 
Book Pitch- Dianna Winget 
 
Art, Music, and Media 
 
Short Videos 
 
Summary of Books 13-24 of The Odyssey- 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d8XKXsnmqS4  
 
Film 
 
Disney Film (Introduction to Hero’s Journey)- 
suggested: Mulan, Wall-E, Cinderella, Inside Out, 
Toy Story 
 
Troy (excerpts from film focusing on the taking of 
Helen of Troy and the Trojan Horse) 
 
Percy Jackson (film) 
 
Television Programs  
 
Parenthood- Season 2: Episode 18 (excerpts 
focusing on Max learning of his Asperger’s)  
 
Sherlock- Season 1: Episode 1 

 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B7SzA59P0uEON293alV0Mi1ObzQ/view?usp=sharing
https://www.autism.com/grandin_FAQ
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B7SzA59P0uEON293alV0Mi1ObzQ/view?usp=sharing
https://www.wisconsinmedicalsociety.org/professional/savant-syndrome/resources/articles/savant-syndrome-2013-myths-and-realities/
https://drive.google.com/file/d/0B7SzA59P0uEObGxPeVZjdXVSWXc/view?usp=sharing
https://www.wisconsinmedicalsociety.org/professional/savant-syndrome/resources/articles/savant-syndrome-2013-myths-and-realities/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d8XKXsnmqS4
https://www.wisconsinmedicalsociety.org/professional/savant-syndrome/resources/articles/savant-syndrome-2013-myths-and-realities/


 

appropriate; synthesize 
multiple sources on the 
subject, demonstrating 
understanding of the 
subject under investigation. 
 
W.8- Gather relevant 
information from multiple 
authoritative print and 
digital sources, using 
advanced searches 
effectively; assess the 
usefulness of each source 
in answering the research 
question; integrate 
information into the text 
selectively to maintain the 
flow of ideas, avoiding 
plagiarism and following a 
standard format for citation. 
 
SL.1- Initiate and 
participate effectively in a 
range of collaborative 
discussions (one-on-one. 
in groups, and teacher-led) 
with diverse partners on 
grades 9–10 topics, texts, 
and issues, building on 
others’ ideas and 
expressing their own 
clearly and persuasively. 
 
SL.3- Evaluate a speaker’s 
point of view, reasoning, 
and use of evidence and 
rhetoric, identifying any 
fallacious reasoning or 
exaggerated or distorted 
evidence. 
 
SL.5- Make strategic use 
of digital media (e.g., 
textual, graphical, audio, 
visual, and interactive 
elements) in presentations 
to enhance understanding 
of findings, reasoning, and 
evidence and to add 
interest. 
 
SL.2- Demonstrate 
command of the 
conventions of standard 
English capitalization, 
punctuation, and spelling 
when writing. 
 
SL.3- Apply knowledge of 
language to understand 
how language functions in 
different contexts, to make 
effective choices for 
meaning or style, and to 
comprehend more fully 
when reading or listening. 

sources and then read selected news articles and analyze their reliability. Students will then analyze their own 
sources they have gathered for their research project.  
 
Gossip Article- Students will twist facts gathered through their research to write a gossip article about their 
chosen iconic figure. Students will examine how magazines such as National Enquirer use slight truths to create 
outrageous stories to help them create their own.  
 
Acrostic Poem- Using facts and opinions gathered on their research subject, students will create a poem using 
the letters of their chosen icon’s name.  
 
 
 
 
 

 

Overarching Idea: Personal Journey – Assessments 

 



 

Suggested Formative Assessments (FA) Required Summative Assessment 

See suggested unit activities for detailed descriptions: 
 

1. Hero Journaling 
2. Making a Monster 
3. Curious Incident of the Dog in the Night-Time 
4. Independent Hero Study 

 
Please note that almost any activity can be used for a formative assessment, the purpose of which is to provide your students 
with key feedback about their performance against the required standards. Formative assessments should provide your students 
with enough feedback to prepare them for successful completion of the summative assessment. 

Narrative Writing: 
Progressive Essay 

 
Research Presentations: 

Mythology Posters  
or  

Greek God/Goddess 
Presentations 

 
 

 

 
Progressive Essay- In a semester-long progressive essay, students will write an argumentative 
essay pitching a hero’s journey storyline to Disney. Stories will either follow or be based on 
students’ lives and relate to the essential question: How can analyzing the journey of a literary hero 
help us evaluate our own paths in life? This will be a polished piece they will submit to their portfolio. 
 
Greek God/Goddess Presentation- As part of a small group, students will create a Prezi 
presentation focusing on an assigned Greek God or Goddess (One of the Twelve Olympians). 
Groups will gather information, create a Prezi, and present the information as a recorded story. 
Finished presentations will be presented as short videos, and students will gather information on 
each of the Greek Gods and Goddesses using a chart.  
Example presentation.  

 

 


