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Politics    and   Poetry   
Dusten   Butikofer   

A s   a   person   “of   world   
renown   that   is   so   little   
known   to   North   
Americans”,   Pablo   
Neruda,   that   being   his   
pen   name,   was   born   
Ricardo   Eliezer   Neftalí   
Reyes   y   Basoalto   in   
Temuco,   Chile   in   1903.   
His   education   sources   in   
his   early   years   were   
unlike   the   opportunities   
that   other   Chilean   
children   had,   one   of   
them   being   future   Nobel   
laureate   Gabriela   
Mistral.   By   the   time   he   
had   finished   high   
school,   Pablo   had   been   
published   in   the   
newspaper   and   Santiago   
magazines   (he   moved   to   
the   country   in   1921   for   
a   better   education)   and   
had   even   won   several   
literary   competitions.   
While   in   Santiago,   Pablo   
completed   many   of   his   
works,   but   the   most   
known   being   his   “ Twenty   
Love   Poems   and   a   Song   of   
Despair”.   This   work   was   
what   marked   him   as   an   
important   Chilean   poet.   
However,   it   also   brought   
criticism   to   the   author   
due   to   its   celebration   
of   sexuality   which   for   
the   time,   was   not   openly   
talked   about   or   accepted   
during   his   time,   but   
“...established   him   at   
the   outset   as   a   frank,   
sensuous   spokesman   for   
love.”   remarked   Robert   
Clemens   of   the    Saturday   
Review.   

 

 
The   Flag   of   the   Chilean   
Communist   Party.   It   was   
founded   in   1922.   
 
 
 
 

 
   This   picture   was   taken   
from   the   night   Pablo   won   
the   Nobel   Prize   in   
Literature   in   1971.   
  
 
  
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The   life   of   Pablo   cannot   
only   be   summed   up   as   one   
of   a   poet,   but   also   one   
of   a   man   committed   to   
politics.   He   later   
returned   to   his   home   
country   and   ran   and   
served   a   term   as   a   
Senator   for   the   Chilean   
Communist   Party.   It   
didn’t   last   long   however   
as   communism   was   
outlawed   and   he   then   had   
a   warrant   out   for   his   
arrest;   he   would   escape.   
Quite   ironically,   years   
later   he   would   serve   as   
an   advisor   to   Chile’s   
scoialist   President   
Salvador   Allende.   Before   
his   return   however,   he   
had   one   the   Nobel   Prize   
for   Literature.   In   1973   
he   was   hospitalized,   and   
soon   after   returning   
home,   he   died   at   his   
Isla   Negra   residence   at   
age   69   on   September   
23rd,   1973.   His   entire   
life   was   devoted   to   
servitude   to   the   people,   
whether   it   were   through   
politics   and   poetry   
which   are   two   very   
distinct   areas   of   work   
that   you   never   see   
intertwined,   thus   making   
Pablo   Neruda   a   poet   of   
more   intrigue   and   marvel   
than   that   of   a   regular   
author.   



My   Take   
Overall,   I’d   have   to   
very   much   say   that   I   
enjoy   Pablo   Neruda’s   
work.   While   I   may   not   
have   a   very   complex   
understanding   of   
entirely   what   he   is   
saying   I   do   enjoy   it.   
The   big   ideas   it   seems   
he   mainly   focuses   on   in   
his   poems   are   love   and   
death.   Sometimes   these   
two   big   ideas   will   even   
be   in   the   same   poem   
together   to   give   an   
interesting   feeling   of   
contrast.   Some   of   the   
many   poetic   devices   he   
uses   are   
personification,   
imagery,   and   metaphor.   
He   does   a   lot   of   
comparison   in   his   poem   
and   as   seen   in   his   “Book   
of   Questions”   he   talks   
of   a   rose   as   a   she   and   
of   wearing   a   dress,   
which   in   fact,   could   be   
personification   as   he   
gives   an   inanimate   
object   human   actions,   
but   also   could   just   be   a   
looming   metaphor.   In   the   
end,   I   would   have   to   
recommend   Neruda’s   work.   
While   free   samples   of   it   
are   hard   to   find,   it   is   
worth   the   search.   If   
you’re   interested   in   the   
exploration   of   death   and   
love   and   want   a   very   
unique   description   of   
each,   then   Pablo   Neruda   
is   a   very   good   option.   
And   just   to   give   advice   
in   advance,   if   you   would   
like   to   view   his   renown   
“Twenty   Love   Poems   and   a   
Song   of   Despair”   you   

 
 
 
 
 
will   have   to   pay   some   
money   to   view   it.   
Without   even   reading   it   
myself,   I   can   predict   
that   it   would   be   well   
worth   the   cost.     
 

Poem   Annotations   
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