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Science Fiction 
SciFi typically deals with imaginative concepts such as futuristic science and technology, space travel, time travel, 

faster than light travel, parallel universes, and extraterrestrial life. Science fiction often explores the potential 

consequences of scientific and other innovations, and has been called a "literature of ideas". It usually avoids the 

supernatural, and unlike the related genre of fantasy, historically, science-fiction stories were intended to have a 

grounding in science-based fact or theory  at the time the story was created. 

Dystopia 
A dystopia is a futuristic, imagined universe in which oppressive societal control and the illusion of a perfect society 

are maintained through corporate, bureaucratic, technological, moral, or totalitarian control.  Dystopias, through an 

exaggerated worst-case scenario, make a criticism about a current trend, societal norm, or political system. 

 

Which genre do you think 

There Will Come Soft 

Rains fits into best? 

 
 
 
 

Why do you think this?   
 
 
 

 

Symbolism  

Choose two symbols with in the story to explain how they represent the abstract idea: 

The house as 
humanity 

 
 
 

The poem as 
the 
continuation of 
life 

 
 
 

The mice as 
our reliance on 
technology 

 
 
 

The dog as 
sickness, 
disease, or 
age 

 
 
 

The fire as the 
power of 
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nature  

 

Tone 

How would you 
describe the 
tone of the 
story?  

 

How does the 
symbolism used 
by Bradbury 
support your 
claim? 

 

 

Mood 

How would 
you describe 
the mood of 
the story?  
Use the mood 
wheel to find a 
word from 
each level. 
Why do you 
feel this? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 

Writing Your SciFi or Dystopia (or combo of both!)  
Reread the definitions of science fiction and dystopia to decide which aspects of one genre or both you will include in your own short 

story.  

Dystopia  Science Fiction 

 
 
 
 

 



 
 
 

Writing your SciFi/Dystopia 

SciFi  Dystopia 

When where your story take place? 

Where will your story take place? 

How will you incorporate imaginative concepts?  

Choices: 

● Futuristic science  

● Technology 
● Space travel 
● Time travel  

● Parallel universes 
● Extraterrestrial life.  

What will be the potential consequences of these 

imaginative concepts be?  

Who will be your main character? How will (s)he/it use these 

scientific concepts? 

Will the main character find help through the concepts or 

will they fight against them? 

When in the future will your story take place? 

Where in the future will your story take place? 

Who or what will impose the oppressive societal control? 

Choices (Look these up in the dictionary if you don’t know their 

meanings): 

● Corporate 

● Bureaucratic  

● Technological  

● Moral 

● Totalitarian 

What current trend, societal norm, or political system will you be 

criticizing? How? 

Who will be your main character? How will (s)he/it feel trapped 

and struggle to escape? 

How will the main character help the negative aspects of the 

dystopian world through his/her/its perspective? 

 

Brainstorm your answers: 
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